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arranged for the free bacteriological analysis of swabs, sputum
and urine. Diphtheria anti-toxin and other expensive sera and
medicines have been supplied gratis to doctors who are treat-
ing patients in their own homes. The cleansing of persons act
of 1907 has encouraged them to treat scabies and pediculosis.
Nurses have been provided here and there for infectious cases
under treatment at home. Health visitors have in many places
followed up contacts and kept an eye on the home conditions
of discharged patients. And after-care has been widely needed
to help the ex-tuberculous to overcome the ignorant prejudice
which permeates all English society from the universities
down, and makes it absurdly difficult for them to recover their
economic independence, without being driven to dangerous
overwork or a lower standard of living.
Yet these numerous approaches to the problem of contagion
do not exhaust the ways in which treatment has been, used
for purposes of prevention.
in.    The Rising Generation.
The romantic nineteenth century had a kind of mystical
faith in a new golden rule which it was pleased to sum up as
the survival of the fittest. Our present century has been more
impressed by the unfitness of the survivors.
So it has turned to cope with the problems of childhood,
infancy and maternity, gradually probing further and further
back until some prophetic souls caught visions even of positive
and negative eugenics. Here it has found the cause of as much
preventible weakness and ill-health again as had previously
been found in actual contagious disease. * A stitch in time
saves nine' became the programme of a new generation. And
public opinion has been rallied to the new crusade by the
scarcity value acquired by children since the decline in our
birth-rate: fewer in quantity and better in quality has become
the modest aim of this country as of France.
The health of the school child attracted public attention as
soon as its plight was made obvious by its being brought into

